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Corona exceptions in court or not? 

In a recent decision of the Federal 
Supreme Court (BGer 4A_180/2020 
of July 6, 2020), the highest appeal 
body in Switzerland ruled that in 
civil proceedings the conduct of the 
main hearing by video conference 
against the will of one of the parties 
contravened the Civil Procedure 
Code (CPC). In its findings against a 
Zurich Commercial Court decision, 
it held that the lower instance could 
not rely on the exceptional situation 
resulting from the Corona pandemic 
to justify such a transgression. The 
decision is noteworthy against the 
following backdrop. 

I. Statutory framework in civil pro-
cedure matters during Covid-19 
pandemic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prager Dreifuss AG is one of Switzer-

law. We strive to find integrated, inno-
vative solutions for our clients that are 
adapted to legal and economic realities. 
Our attention is equally focused on legal 
issues as on controlling business risks 
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II. Modifications in detail 

a)  Use of  videoconferencing (art.  

2(1) and (2))  
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b) Use of  video or telephone con-

ferences in matrimonial pro-

ceedings (art .  3)  

 

c)  Waiver of  hearing (art.  5)  

 

d) Service without acknowledge-

ment  of  receipt  (art  7(1))  

 

 

 

III. Outlook 
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